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In 2008 the Latah Soil and Water Conservation District began work on a series of projects focusing on restoring Steelhead 
habitat in approximately two and half miles of Corral Creek suffering from legacy effects of railroad logging and livestock 
grazing.  Throughout the system water was flowing in borrow ditches, and berms were keeping flow out of the historic 
channel.   The resulting limiting factors: degraded water quality, impaired hydrology, and reduced pool habitat were 
addressed with a wide variety of conservation techniques. 
 
Construction (Principal Engineer Susan Firor, Terragraphics Inc.):  Multiple diversion structures were used to divert the 
flow out of the ditch, into the nearby sinuous historic channel, and to create wetland cells. Channel plugs, J-hook 
vanes, persuasion channels and a series of “humps and swales” were constructed and approximately 40 acres of 
meadow were fenced to exclude livestock.  A new road was constructed, and the old road that ran through the 
restoration site was de-compacted and re-vegetated. Three livestock ponds were put in place to provide an alternative 
water source and draw cattle upslope away from the stream and meadows. 
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Revegetation: All disturbed areas were seeded with a diverse mix of native grasses and forbs and mulched with weed-
free pelletized straw mulch.   Erosion control material was used in many places to stabilize the soil and salvaged 
wetland herbaceous sod was placed on the channel plugs following construction.  Cuttings were taken from nearby 
native woody riparian plants and planted along the plugs and persuasion channels.  Between 2008 and 2013 
approximately 46,000 woody and herbaceous native plants were planted in the system. 

 
Monitoring: Groundwater and surface water elevations are being monitored.  Photo points are being used to monitor 
development of the historic channel and vegetation and structure changes.  Vegetation surveys will monitor survival 
and change in the meadow plant community. 
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